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Principal Hans Barber’s Newsletter for Don Callejon Families

Wednesday, February 11, 2009

Si usted necesita esto traducido al Espanol, por favor comuniquese con la oficina de la escuela.

Dear Don Callejon Families,

Can you believe that we are almost to
February Break? Remember, there is no school
from February 16-20. School resumes on
February 23. Please enjoy your break!

Middle School Parents- we will be having our
second quarter honor roll breakfast at 7:30AM
this Friday. You should have received an
invitation to this event in the mail late last
week. We look forward to seeing you there!

It has been a wonderful start to the New Year
at DCS. We want to thank you for your

continued support and enthusiasm!

As always, we encourage you to contact us
with any questions or concerns you may have.

Hans Barber
hbarber@scusd.net, 423-3300
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Spirit Days/Spirit Wear:

Don’t forget to show your DCS spirit by
dressing up for spirit days every Friday. This
Friday is pink/purple day. Wear your pink or
purple for Valentine's Day.

Winter Break:

Next week, February 16 - 20, is Winter Break,
there is no school.

Hicklebees’s Book Faire:

The Don Callejon Library will host another
Book Faire during the first week of March. It
will be open from 7:45 AM -4:00 PM daily from
March 2 to 6. We will stay open until 8:00 PM
for Family Math Night on Wednesday, March 4.
Students, parents, relatives, and friends are
welcome to browse throughout the Faire.

Hicklebees is the premiere children’s
bookstore in Santa Clara County and is located
in San Jose. Its Book Faire program provides a
variety of books for all ages K-8 in a variety of
print formats ----picture books to fiction and
information titles, beginning reading books to
young adult novels.

The Book Faire coincides with “Read Across
America”, a nationwide program to encourage
all children to read. Each class will be browsing
the books as part of their regular library class
visits during the Book Faire week. We find that
Book Faires at Don Callejon really excite the
children about reading.

Our last 3 Book Faires permitted us to
purchase over $16.000 in books for our
classrooms and library. We appreciate your
dedication to creating lifelong readers. See
you at our Book Faire!

Santa Clara Unified School District - Steve Stavis, Superintendent
“To prepare students of all ages and abilities to succeed in an ever-changing world.”
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After School Science Fair Workshops:

Ms. Boozer is offering Science Fair workshops
for any interested student in B2, from 2:45 -
3:45 pm.

February 24: The Display
March 3: Presentation and Evaluation

March 12:  Projects Due
March 13:  Don Callejon Science Fair

GATE Student-to-Student Conference:
Saturday, April 25-1-5pm
Mountain View High School

Middle school students in the Gifted and
Talented Education (GATE) program are
invited to this free conference where they can
present to other GATE students on a topic of
their choice. Presentations are limited to 30-
minutes and will provide students an excellent
forum in which to practice their public
speaking skills. Those wishing to attend the
conference are not required to present. Ideas
for presentation topics are available to
interested students. The submission deadline
is February 28, 2009. For more details, contact
Steve Kahl at (408) 458-0144

or steven.kahl@mvla.net.

Important Dates and Details:

e 5% Grade Science Camp:
February 10t — 13t

e Mid-Winter Break:
February 16 — 20 (No School)

e Spring Book Fair:
March 2 -6

¢ Family Math Night:
March 4t

e End of Trimester (K-5):
March 6™ (Minimum Day)
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School Success Checklist for Parents:

Below are some great ideas for making sure
your child succeeds at school.

Make sure your child has an excellent
attendance record. When you allow your
child to stay at home because of whining or
pleading, your actions say that you think
school is not important.

Never say that you don't like to read.
Parents are the most important people in a
child's life. If parents don't like to read, the
child will not like to read either.

Let your child's teacher know about
concerns in the family that may make the
child have a bad day, or make the child
unable to focus on schoolwork. Examples are
such things as a car accident, a death in the
family, a sibling in the hospital, or the child
having trouble sleeping through the night.

Always be positive about small steps your
child takes toward a larger goal. An
example: If your child has 18 spelling words
and can spell 12, be positive about those that
your child can spell. Break down the remaining
6 words into three groups of 2 words each,
have a small celebration when he or she has
learned 2 more words, and then go after the
next group.

Do not do homework for your child, but
always "check up" on how assignments are
going. Give helpful hints and offer
suggestions, but if a child cannot do his or her
own work, the teacher needs to know that
from the homework the child turns in. If you
correct the mistakes, the teacher will not know
the areas in which your child needs help.

Make sure your child gets a good night's
sleep before a school day and make sure
your child eats a good breakfast each
morning. Learning takes energy, and energy
comes from a good night's sleep and a healthy
breakfast.

Don Callejon School - Hans Barber, Principal
4176 Lick Mill Boulevard, Santa Clara, California 95054 - (408) 423-3300 - www.doncallejon.org
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